HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

conception which animated those figures is also the same. The
common origin of Parsism and Brahminism grows manifestly
clear, the deeper our knowledge penetrates into recent
discoveries.

We must also bear in mind this fact, that more we learn
about the old Germanic and Scandinavian religions 'and the
popular traditions which still hover in the European atmosphere,
the more clearly we perceive their bond of unity with Asia.
The successive religions of the West never succeeded in
totally destroying the old traditions in the Aryan memory ;
they exist in counties number in Germany, in France, in
Russia, in Scandinavia. Every mountain gorge of Europe
teems with recollections, every upheaval tells of buried
tongues, which may be linked into an intelligible chain. Greece
also notwithstanding the extent of her pagan period and the
subsequent vehemence of her Christian creed, still cherishes in
popular rhymes, the legends which are unmistakably pre-
Hellenic, and which from all appearance relate to the first
Aryan migration from Asia. Such for example, is the legend
of Charos whose name so often appears in popular Greek
lore. This Charos is the god of death; he has been and is
still being confounded with Charon, with whom he has scarcely
anything in common; whereas almost all his attributes recall
those of the Kila of the Indians. It would be useful to compile
these legends just as the archaeologists fit together broken
carvings and inscriptions. With such landmarks and towers
of observation, we could easily trace a map of the earliest Aryan
migrations and follow the progress of the religious ideas after
their emergence from the cradle. At any rate, we are now
certain that this diffusion took place at some remote time
and that all those ancient worships pertained, like those of
Greece, Italy, Persia and India to one same system or rather
to one primordial unity.
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